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How to Use Your Camera’s
KELVIN SETTINGS

by Clem Wehner

Let’s review
Color Temperature

Color Temperature expressed
in (degrees) Kelvin

Lord Kelvin- 1800s

1 degree kelvin = about 2 degrees Fahrenheit

Color temperature is a way of
precisely defining a specific color

The problem:
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The color of heated metal changes with
temperature

hotter ======»
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Color Temperature Uses
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Shifting the Kelvin settings

Can cool down or warm up an image

Lower Kelvin = more blue Higher Kelvin = more red
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In Light bulbs:

Lower Kelvin is warmer

In photography:

Lower Kelvin is a cooler color

Higher Kelvin is warmer color




Remember it this way

To make it warmer,
increase the temperature
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Temp 3G00 Temp 4000 Temp 5000 Temp 6600 Temp 7000

Making Water More Blue

Making Skies More Blue
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Enhancing Fall Foliage

Warming Landscapes

Using Pre-set
White Balance Settings

5200 K 6200 K
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incandescent
Fluorescent
Direct sunlight
Flash
Cloudy
Shade

2] Choose color temp.

Camera set to “Incandescent”

Try it:
Change the Kelvin settings

OR

Change the White Balance Pre-sets

See what you get!




