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Reflectors

Many uses:

HOW TO USE A
REFLECTOR « Light a scene

» Darken a scene
Balance light in a scene
» Soften light

* Eliminate hot spots

» Reduce eye squinting

* Many more uses!

L

in Photography

by Clem Wehner

Simple Reflector A Gazillion Uses

* Main light
« Fill light
+ Change light direction

5-in-1 Reflector As fill with studio lights

= Main light

» Fill light

= Change light direction
Plus:

« Diffuse light

» Subtract light

* Block light

» Change light color
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As fill with studio light

With reflector No reflector

With Reflector WNeo Reflector

Light stand with reflector holder

Reflector with window “still life”

As fill with window light

Subject

7 0 E} no reflector with reflector

Reflecior

Camera

As a FILL LIGHT
When background is too bright

no reflector with reflector




23/06/2020

To fill in deep shadows

To fill in dark areas

To fill in deep shadows

To fill in dark areas

As a FILL LIGHT - Subject in shadow

To fill in dark areas
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To add light to a dim subject
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As a FILL LIGHT-
To eliminate bright spots on subject

no reflector with reflector

As a FILL LIGHT- with bright sun from above

no reflector with reflector

As a FILL LIGHT-
To eliminate bright spots on subject

BRIGHT SPOTS EVENLY LIGHTED

As a FILL LIGHT-
_with bright sun from above

no reflector

As a FILL LIGHT- to highlight detail

no reflector with reflector
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As a FILL LIGHT- to highlight detail

no reflector with reflector
under-exposed

USE REFLECTOR TO
FILL DARKER AREAS

under exposed

well exposed

SUBJECT IN SHADE with BRIGHT BACKGROUND

BALANCING LIGHTING

Subject will be underexposed
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Use reflector to light the subject
to the same brightness as the background

under exposed

well exposed

The Problem ADJUSTING THE BRIGHTNESS

OF REFLECTED LIGHT
BRIGHT LIGHT ;

DIM LIGHT
Move closer for brighter
Solution: RESULT
Balance the lighting of the subject and the background
(requires 2 light sources) properly exposed background

AND

1. Expose for the background properly exposed subject

2. Use reflector (or flash) to
brighten the subject noLinie

under exposed
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BUT, DON'T USE TOO MUCH FILL

(will cause subject to look overexposed)

i

under exposed well exposed Don't get too close with the reflector!

More uses for 5-in-1 reflectors

under exposed well exposed

Use diffuser panel —
to “soften” light and reduce glare
7 ¥ T L2

Translucent
panel

under exposed well exposed
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Use diffusion panel to eliminate “sunspots”

Colored reflector to change light color

SILVER REFLECTOR GOLD REFLECTOR

Diffused light Colored reflector to change light color

Or, use colored paper, mat board, etc,, to bounce light




Reflected light

Light takes on the color of the object
it's bounced off of
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Use reflector to change light direction

Use reflector to lighten dark areas

Reflector to add catchlights to eyes
(people or animals)

CATCHLIGHTS




Catchlights add “life” to eyes
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Use black panel as backdrop

ALTERNATIVE MATERIALS

FOAM BOARD- white and black
FABRIC- white and black
ALUMINUM FOIL

AUTO WINDOW SHADES

« 4 X 8 FOOT FOAM SHEETS

MIRRORS

NATURAL OBJECTS (white walls,
building parts, trees, etc)
OTHER EQUIPMENT

Use reflector to block light (gobo)

SQUINTING

RACOOCN EYES
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/ Lighting USE A MIRROR AS A REFLECTOR

Reflector Holder

Mirror used to highlight
part of larger subject

Photo umbrella as reflector

Using other objects
to manage light
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Use natural objects to block sun

ERE (too dark)

The End

Use a structure to block sun

NOT HERE
(too dark)

Use a building as a reflector
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